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By SAGE SHAVERS
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University Young Democrats provided students an opportunity to express why they stand against Donald Trump Tuesday.The Young Democrats set up a poster at the Me-morial Student Center on which students could post a note stating why they stand against Trump. The table and poster were in response to the Trump related chalk mes-sages on campus in recent weeks.Sophia Mills, senior 
political science major and president of the Young Demo-crats, said she wanted to set up the table and poster to give students a place to voice their opinions.Mills said when she saw the chalk supporting Trump she worried about the students who might have felt excluded, specifically, the INTO stu-dents. Mills said she wanted to ensure everyone on cam-pus knew that people stood against Trump as well.One student explained he stands against Trump be-cause he does not think the he represents America.
Junior education major Jay-Michael Cisco said when Trump speaks about the “good old days,” he is refer-ring to a time that was only good for straight white men.Cisco said the people of America are more diverse and open-minded than Trump.“That’s not who we are,” Cisco said.On his note for the poster, Cisco wrote “I stand against Trump because he doesn’t speak for the majority of America.”Mills said she hopes to display the poster in the near future to keep opinions 
visible and show what the or-ganization is about. The Young Democrats aim to promote progressive val-ues and policies and to show students others share their beliefs. They also offer help to any student who wishes to register to vote.The Young Democrats will have a meeting 6:30 p.m. Thursday. in Harris Hall that is open to everyone. During the meeting, members will nominate students for lead-ership positions for next year.
Sage Shavers can be con-
tacted at shavers6@live.
marshall.edu
By JARED CASTO
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall Student Government Association debated on and passed a resolution to revise the senate apprenticeship program during its Tuesday meeting.The senate apprenticeship program has traditionally targeted 
first-time freshmen students with less than 12 credit hours. Cur-rently, the program places students with existing SGA senators who are expected to mentor the apprentice.President pro tempore Alex O’Donnell introduced a resolution aimed to restructure the current senate apprenticeship program. O’Donnell’s resolution included changes such as a limit on ap-
prentices to 15 first-time freshmen, a weekly course that would teach students leadership qualities as well as Robert’s Rules of 
Order and the addition of a final project that would exhibit the students’ understanding of Marshall’s SGA.“These are the people who become the leaders of SGA,” O’Donnell said. “We really need to make sure that this program is well structured and able to provide leadership experience to the people who are in it.”Senator Sophia Mills agreed with O’Donnell’s resolution and said a leadership class for new SGA members could increase involvement.“It will get people more involved and give people the tools to do things like resolutions,” Mills said. “I don’t think SGA should be seen as something where you just come and sit here once a week. I think it should be more involved.”Concerns were raised by the senate about only allowing 
first-time freshmen to take advantage of the weekly informa-tional course and other resources supplied by the program. SGA advisor Matt James said freshmen students are not the only inex-perienced individuals entering the organization.
“A first time freshman and a first time transfer student, maybe a senior, are going to be equally clueless,” James said.Treasurer Matt Jarvis said the resolution was asking for too much sudden change within the program and requested that it be tabled for future review. Additionally, Jarvis said some of the proposed revisions to the program could result in less students joining SGA.“My overarching concern with all of this is that this organization 
should never be difficult to get into,” Jarvis said. “If a student wishes to make a change, there should never be any obstacles in place.”O’Donnell assessed the opinions of the senate members, not-ing the body seemed to be in favor of reforming the program, but 
more time could be needed to debate the specific details.“There’s good parts of this that I think everyone agrees with,” O’Donnell said. “I think there’s parts, the structural things that I put on here just as a suggestion, that we still have to debate on.”
O’Donnell then referenced section 5a of the resolution, which reads “The curriculum will be approved each year by the Student Senate before the start of the Senate Apprenticeship program.” O’Donnell said this section allows the senate to discuss spe-
cifics such as the time, date, curriculum and structure of the program during the summer rather than rush the resolution to 
completion by next week, the final meeting of student senate ses-sion 73.
“We don’t have to figure it out by next week,” O’Donnell said. 
“We can propose it in the first week of August or whenever our 
first meeting is and then we can move forward.” The senate then decided to amend the resolution, removing 
references to specific dates, times and structures while retaining the principle ideas of the resolution. The senate also amended 
the resolution to open the program to 15 first-time senators 
rather than only first-time freshmen.After over 30 minutes of debate and amendments, the resolu-tion was approved.Senator Nick Uliana addressed the senate with an update on the alcohol sales survey meant to gauge student opinion on al-lowing alcohol in the football stadium. 
According to Uliana, the survey asks three questions: “Do you support the sale of alcohol at Joan C. Edwards Stadium?,” “Would you stay at Marshall University games if alcohol was served?” and “Would you support alcohol sales if you could not reenter once already admitted?”“No matter what the outcome of this survey is, at least having this survey is incredibly important because it allows the students to have a voice,” Uliana said.Uliana said ideally SGA would like to publish the results of the survey and later present them to the Marshall Board of Governors.The senate also approved a resolution to allow veterans and those registered with TRIO Student Support Services to access early class registration in the same manner as honors students and athletes.“This just expands it so that veterans and TRIO students can also access it so that they can better plan their schedules so they 
don’t have to conflict with work or family or anything like that,” O’Donnell said.At the beginning of the meeting, Marshall’s Campus Activity Board challenged SGA to a competitive game of kickball. Ac-cording to Jarvis, SGA’s kickball team will be named “Pitches be Trippin’,” while, CAB’s kickball name will be “Sons of Pitches.”The CAB and SGA kickball game will take place at the softball 
field May 1 at 4:30 p.m.Additionally, the senate approved a funding bill for the Soci-ety of Professional Journalists and funding bills for CRU, Student Ambassadors and the International Student Organization were 
sent to the finance committee.
Jared Casto can be contacted at casto178@marshall.edu.
SGA passes 
resolution to 
revise senate 
apprenticeship 
program
CAB shows the SGA senate a video that challenges the organization to a kickball game scheduled for 4:30 p.m. May 1 at the softball field.
JARED CASTO | THE PARTHENON
Students place sticky notes with why they don’t support Donald Trump 
at the Young Democrats’ #MUAgainstHate table Tuesday in the Memorial 
Student Center lobby. 
RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON
Young Dems provide positive outlet for 
commentary on negative campaign
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By DAVID EGGERT
ASSOCIATED PRESSFlint residents who’ve grown ac-customed to using bottled water and avoiding the faucet are getting new in-structions: Turn on the taps.The conundrum, expert Marc Edwards said Tuesday, is that residents afraid of using the water aren’t running enough of it to rid the system of toxic lead. People aren’t showering as much, are leery of drinking or cooking with tap water even with faucet filters, and don’t want to pay higher bills for water they’re not using, despite the state helping to offset rates.But that’s slowing efforts to clean out lead deposits and effectively recoat the pipes and plumbing to make them safe again, said Edwards, a Virginia Tech pro-fessor who helped expose the problem in Flint. While lead levels are lower, he said without more water use it could take months or even years to rid the system of contamination.“We’ve got to get more water flowing through the system,” he said Tuesday in Blacksburg, Virginia.“Who’s going to pay for that?” asked res-ident Mona Munroe-Younis, whose family is using the tap water but only after in-stalling a filtration machine and softener. She said she hasn’t seen a discounted bill yet, though a Flint spokeswoman said the city expects to start mailing statements that detail account credits at the end of the week.
Edwards’ team studied homes with persistently high lead levels and discov-ered water use as low as 20 percent of typical usage. Lead levels from March were lower than when his team tested homes last August, he said, but still ex-ceeded federal limits — which means residents should keep using faucet filters and bottled water.At the advice of state environmental regulators, Flint went without corrosion controls in its water for 18 months, af-ter the city switched to using the Flint River as a water source to save money while under state financial management. That allowed lead, which has been linked to developmental disabilities in chil-dren and other issues, to leach from old pipes. The city has since reconnected to the Detroit area’s water system, which uses corrosion chemicals on Lake Huron water, and added additional orthophos-phates. But the damaged pipes need the coating.Edwards said the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Michigan De-partment of Environmental Quality could soon announce a plan to boost water use quickly, and there have been discussions about providing water for free for a cou-ple weeks.That’s what needs to happen, said Munroe-Younis, who believes her 4-month-old son’s skin problems may be related to bath water.“They need to just stop billing people 
for a period of time until they fix it,” Mun-roe-Younis said. “That’s the only solution I can think of. They need to figure out how long it would take to build that scale back up. Is that going to take a year? Is that going to take a month?”Flint Mayor Karen Weaver said “there’s no telling” when residents will be able to drink straight from the tap without a filter. Edwards said even where testing shows very low lead levels, an “unac-ceptably high” risk remains that a piece of lead from an underground service line or the inside plumbing could flake off and taint those homes’ supply.“There’s a perception — perhaps you could call it an urban legend — that if (people) use less water, they will have less corrosion problems in their house. ... That is simply not the case. From ev-ery scientific perspective, the more water that a resident uses, the better the qual-ity of the water is going to be,” he said.Republican Gov. Rick Snyder’s office is studying how to address the cost of flush-ing Flint’s system in order to increase participation by Flint residents, spokes-man Ari Adler said.“We don’t have a formal protocol for how or how long to do this yet, but the DEQ, EPA and Virginia Tech teams are working on one,” Adler said. “The gover-nor understands the importance of what needs to be done and also the hesitation some Flint residents may have in doing so because of the potential cost.”
Flint’s latest conundrum? 
People aren’t using enough water
By ERICA WERNER
AP CONGRESSIONAL 
CORRESPONDENTHouse Speaker Paul Ryan 
on Tuesday definitively ruled out a bid for president this year, insisting that the par-ty’s choice should emerge from the group of candidates who pursued the GOP nomi-nation. “Count me out,” he said.In a brief news conference at the Republican National Committee headquarters, the Wisconsin Republican sought to tamp down ram-pant speculation that he could end up as the party’s standard-bearer if front-run-ner Donald Trump and the 
other candidates flame out at a contested convention.“We have too much work to do in the House to allow this speculation to swirl or have my motivations questioned,” said Ryan, who was the 2012 vice presidential nominee. “Let me be clear: I do not want, nor will I accept, the Republican nomination.”Ryan’s comments come as a contested convention looks likelier by the day. Ryan and his aides have continu-ally denied the speaker has presidential ambitions this year, but their statements have not put the issue to rest. That’s partly because Ryan also denied he wanted to be speaker last fall after then-Speaker John Boehner announced his resignation, but he ended up with the job anyway.Tuesday’s appearance was an attempt to shut down the speculation once and for all, and end what aides said has become a major distraction to Ryan’s work as speaker. Yet it may not be enough to quiet the talk about Ryan, given the unpredictable twists of the GOP presiden-tial primary.“So let me speak directly to the delegates on this: If no candidate has a majority 
on the first ballot, I believe you should only choose a person who actually partici-pated in the primary. Count me out,” Ryan said. “I simply believe that if you want to be the nominee — to be the 
president — you should ac-tually run for it. I chose not to. Therefore, I should not be considered. Period.”Trump looks unlikely to accumulate the neces-sary delegates to clinch the nomination ahead of the July Republican convention in Cleveland. That would allow his lead challenger, Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, to make a play for the job. A third hopeful, Ohio Gov. John Kasich, trails in the delegate count.Yet party leaders fear nei-ther the erratic Trump nor the polarizing Cruz could beat likely Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton in November. They also fear the GOP won’t be able to hold onto control of the Senate with Trump or Cruz at the top of the ticket.So if neither Trump nor Cruz can get the delegate votes necessary as balloting progresses at the convention, chaos could result — and along with it, the potential for some other Republican who’s not currently run-ning to emerge. As a young and charismatic conserva-tive, popular with donors and with some conservative activists, Ryan’s name has been at the top of that list for months.Ryan is also seen as a pos-sible candidate in 2020. Early in the campaign season he announced he would not be making a run in 2016, yet some of his own actions fu-eled the talk. He’s delivered 
high-profile speeches calling for a more principled poli-tics, and his staff uses social media to promote develop-ments as varied as Ryan’s recent trip to the Mideast and his decision to “give up impatience and anxiety” for Lent.Ryan insisted Tuesday that such moves have been aimed at communicating on behalf of House Republicans, though he has yet to unveil the policy proposals he’s been promising. Removing the presidential specula-tion would put Ryan’s focus squarely on his day job as the leader of the House, and he faces several key tests soon.
House Speaker Ryan 
rules out presidential bidBy SAGE SHAVERS
THE PARTHENONMembers of the Marshall University community had the opportunity to learn about sexuality and associ-ated rights Tuesday at the Sexual and Reproductive Rights Panel in the Memorial Student Center. Marshall’s Amnesty Inter-national organization hosted the panel.During the panel, Maggie Stone, assistant professor of sociology,  and Camille Ramsey spoke about consent, rights and contraceptives. Students had the opportu-nity to ask questions and share personal experiences.Stone opened her presen-tation by saying “I’m here talking to you about consent because some people believe it’s okay not to get it.”For the rest of her presen-tation, Stone spoke about 
the importance of sexual consent.Stone and the audience came to the conclusion the 
typical definition is too vague. For example, nonver-
bal consent can be difficult to 
identify.Many factors like intoxi-cation and age can make consent impossible. If there is no consent, then the act can be determined to be as-sault or rape.Stone said she believes the next step in promoting sexual consent is moving to 
affirmative consent. Stone said the absence of saying “no” doesn’t mean consent, saying “yes” does.West Virginia doesn’t have 
affirmative consent laws, but many parts of Marshall Uni-
versity do.Stone introduced the au-dience to new smart phone apps that encourage sexual consent and asked why it is not considered cool to get consent.“Why is it not sexy to ask if your partner is okay with what you’re doing?” Stone 
said. “To me, that is sexy.”Ramsey spoke about contraception during her presentation and handed out many examples. “There is no excuse to not choose a contraceptive,” Ramsey said.Ramsey encouraged the audience to make informed choices about their health and asked them not to as-sume it wouldn’t happen to them.After the presentations, vice president of Marshall’s Amnesty International or-ganization Jada Williams shared information about where students can get par-ticulars and help if they need it. Ramsey said she was proud to encourage other students to be safe and know their rights.
Sage Shavers can be 
contacted at shaevrs6@
marshall.edu.
Sexual and Reproductive 
Rights Panel discusses consent
“I’m here talking to you about consent 
because some people believe 
it’s okay not to get it.” 
-- Maggie Stone
By BAILY TURNER
THE PARTHENONThe Campus Activities Board challenged the Marshall University Student Govern-ment Association to a game of kickball Tuesday afternoon.CAB members put together a “challenge video” and in-terrupted an SGA meeting Tuesday to challenge them to a game of kickball to wrap up the spring semester.Alexandrea Pfost holds a leadership position in both organizations, being CAB’s marketing director and the SGA senate representative for the College of Business.“As a member of each orga-nization, I am so excited for the outcome of this game,” Pfost said. “Both organiza-tions are so different, so it’s fun to see the competition from every perspective. I wish both teams the best of luck.”  
The challenge video fea-tured different CAB members specifically challenging cer-tain SGA members. During some parts of the video, CAB members put on face paint and chanted in a huddle.CAB member Jake Saunders said CAB is ready to take on SGA.“I’m hype for the game be-cause I want to prove why CAB is one of the best orga-nizations on campus for more reasons than one,” Saunders said. “We’re ready for the challenge.”All students, alumni, staff and members of the Hun-tington community are encouraged to come watch the game May 1 at 4:30 p.m. on the Marshall University softball field.
Baily Turner can be con-
tacted at turner206@
marshall.edu.
CAB vs. SGA: 
kickball challenge
Maggie Smith, assistant professor of sociology, talks about consent and contraceptives Tuesday at the Sexual and Reproductive Rights Panel 
at the Memorial Student Center. 
SAGE SHAVERS | THE PARTHENON
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By CHRISTIAN HISMAN
THE PARTHENONSenior hurdler Asia Bange said she is looking to close out her career at Mar-shall University on a high note as the team prepares for the Catamount Clas-sic Friday in Cullowhee, North Carolina. Bange won the the 100m Hurdles Saturday at the Hilltopper Relays with a time of 13.78. Bange said while she has enjoyed her 
time at Marshall, when she first arrived in Huntington, it was not what she expected. “Coming here wasn’t what I expected because when I came in the summer for my visit, it gave me a city vibe,” the Co-lumbus, Ohio-native said. “But when I got here, it was more down-played and there was not as much to do.”Bange said during the early portion of her Marshall career, she was not sat-
isfied with her results. “I was kind of disappointed because in my freshman year, I got injured,” Bange said. “So, it took a while to come back. But coming into my junior year, I did really well by improving week by week.” Senior distance runner Alexandra 
Phares two top-10 finishes in the Hill-topper Relays, said she can see her teammate’s progression over the years.“She is really good at what she does,” Phares said. “So, I think anytime some-one with positive energy and success comes, it just motivates us all.”Bange said her favorite thing about Marshall is the connection her and her teammates have built. “My teammates and I connect and re-late so well that when we get together, it is all laughs,” Bange said. “And we support each other through all events.”Bange, who is a physical education major, said she has yet to decide her next move once she graduates in May. “I am thinking about coming back and entering into grad school,” Bange said. “But if not, I’ll will probably go back home to Columbus and look for 
work in my field.” Bange said she is also considering a career as a physical trainer to ensure other athletes are healthy and prepared to compete in their respective sports.
Christian Hisman can be contacted 
at hisman@marshall.edu. 
Bange looks to 
finish Herd career 
on strong note
THE PARTHENONMarshall University men’s basketball se-nior James Kelly accepted an invitation to play in the 64th annual Portsmouth Invita-tional Tournament (PIT).The tournament will be held from Wednes-day to Saturday in Portsmouth, Virginia.Kelly was one of 64 seniors invited from across the nation to participate in a four-day, 12-game tournament in front of representa-tives from all 30 NBA teams.Kelly is one of four players representing Conference USA at the tournament, includ-ing Adrian Diaz of Florida International University, Alex Hamilton of Louisiana Tech University and Trey Freeman of Old Domin-ion University.Five players from the 2015 PIT were se-lected in last year’s NBA Draft.
“It’s a really prestigious honor for James and for all the guys in the tournament,” head coach Dan D’Antoni said in a news release. “I’m happy that he’s getting this opportu-nity. It’s a big deal for him and his basketball career.”Kelly is the first Marshall player selected to the tournament since Greg White in 1981. Other Marshall participants include Rus-sell Lee (1972), who was named Most Valuable Player of the event, and Mike D’Antoni (1973), brother of the Herd’s head coach. Kelly led Marshall with 20.1 points and 9.8 rebounds per game en route to becoming the Herd’s first All-C-USA First Team selec-tion and Newcomer of the Year. The Miami University transfer averaged 1.3 steals and 1.1 blocks per game while 
posting 15 double-doubles during the season. Kelly led the conference in defensive re-bounding (8.0 per game) and was third in scoring and overall rebounding. The Ann Arbor, Michigan-native was the first player in Marshall history to post a combination of 663 points and 324 re-bounds in a single season.Kelly recently earned All-District First Team honors from the National Association of Basketball Coaches.During his only season of elgibility, Kelly won the C-USA Player of the Week Award three times (Feb. 22, Jan. 11, Dec. 28). Kelly was one of two players in Herd his-tory to record at least 600 points and 300 rebounds in a single season, alongside Rus-sell Lee who did it twice.
Kelly to compete in Portsmouth 
Invitational Tournament
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University men’s golf 
team finished fifth Tuesday at the third annual Greenbrier Collegiate Invita-tional with its best 54-hole score of the spring season (870) to close out its reg-ular season. Aside from Marshall, 16 other teams competed in the invitational, includ-ing Conference USA opponents Middle Tennessee State University, Western Kentucky University and Old Dominion University.East Tennessee State University won the tournament for the second consecu-tive year with an 846 team score. Old Dominion’s Nick Rencis took the individual medal at 3-under 207, two strokes ahead of Adrian Meronk of East Tennessee State.Marshall junior Will Evans placed ninth in the two-day event, shooting a 
2-over-par 72 on the final 18 holes to to-tal 4-over 214 for the tournament, tying 
for ninth place with five other golfers. It 
was his second top 10 finish of the sea-son after carding a runner-up spot at the Joe Feaganes Marshall Invitational last year. 
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University soft-ball team (20-20) faces Liberty University (21-19) Wednes-
day in its final non-conference matchup of the regular season.The Herd (20-20) travels to Lynchburg, Virginia for a dou-bleheader against the Eagles (21-19.The games were originally scheduled for Tuesday but were rescheduled due to inclement weather. Marshall is coming off of three losses to Conference USA opponent the University of North Carolina at Charlotte this past weekend at Dot Hicks Field. The Herd was outscored 13-3 in its three games against the 49ers.First pitch for Wednesday’s game is set for 3 p.m. at Liberty Softball Stadium.After its doubleheader with Liberty, Marshall will get back into C-USA play against Florida Atlanta Saturday in Boca Raton, Florida.
Softball team hits road to face Liberty
LEXI BROWNING| THE PARTHENON
SHANNON STOWERS | THE PARTHENON
Marshall University senior James Kelly looks to make a move against a Middle Tennessee State University defender March 11 in the Conference USA Semifinals.
Marshall University sophomore Elicia D’Orazio, right, makes a throw during a game earlier this season. 
Men’s golf team 
finishes fifth in 
Greenbrier Classic 
Invitational
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Get your voice Herd
Want the chance to give your fellow students valuable advice?  Is there any topic you love to talk about, but you know 
your friends’ eyes glaze over when you talk about it? Whether it’s music, politics or Marshall University, The Parthenon is 
looking for regular 
columnists for its opinions page. 
Columns should be between 300-500 words, well-written and researched. Columns will be edited for grammar, libelous 
statements, available space or factual errors. 
This is your chance to let your voice be heard. 
For more information, contact managing editor Kaitlyn Clay at clay122@marshall.edu.
EDITORIAL
STATE EDITORIAL
The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT
CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
KAITLYN CLAY
MANAGING EDITOR
clay122@marshall.edu
MALCOLM WALTON
SPORTS EDITOR
walton47@marshall.edu
BRADLEY HELTZEL
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
heltzel1@marshall.edu
MIKAELA KEENER
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keener31@marshall.edu
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WILL IZZO
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EXECUTIVE EDITOR
osborne115@marshall.edu
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SANDY YORK
FACULTY ADVISER
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Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Mi-crosoft Word and sent as an attachment. Longer let-ters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discre-tion. Guest column status will not be given at the author’s request. All letters must be signed and include an ad-dress or phone number for 
confirmation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libelous statements, available space or factual errors. Compelling 
letters  that are posted on The Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be printed at the discretion of the editors.
The opinions expressed 
in the columns and letters 
do not necessarily rep-
resent the views of The 
Parthenon staff.Please send news releases to the editors at parthe-non@marshall.edu. Please keep in mind, letters are printed based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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For the latest in campus news
WHERE WILL YOU BE 
WHEN SOMETHING 
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS? 
PROBABLY ON TWITTER.
Does the average Ameri-can really know where their news comes from?What’s to say that the icy sting of corporate greed or agendas hasn’t already cor-rupted your favorite news networks? Should citizens so blindly allow these large name net-works and organizations to freely disseminate our information? Take a step back from the television set and think about who owns these news channels. Currently, Turner Broadcasting System owns 
CNN, Comcast owns NBC and The Walt Disney Com-pany owns ABC. How much autonomy are these net-works given though? This is not to say the majority of large news networks lie, or completely align their ma-terial to perpetuate their respective parent compa-nies’ wishes or goals, but just to say people as a whole need to attempt to be more actively aware. These networks do not care about the news now and its hard to determine if they ever did. It’s about 
ratings. It’s about who died, who was born and which ce-lebrity endorsed what. Instead of blindly support-ing these large organizations, lend more of your support to local organizations. The Herald-Dispatches of the world need your readership. The hardworking jour-nalists in your respective towns, whether their beats be entertainment, sports, or they’re stuck just writing obituaries for the time be-ing, deserve attention. These men and women are out, ri-fling through leads, scoring 
interviews and busting their asses to bring their original, important content to a dying format. The least people can do is pick up an issue every now and then and actually see what’s happening in their neighborhoods. Playing into big network sensationalism has been nothing but detrimental to the sanctity of journalism. It is only through unwavering support can the banality of big news been broken apart to give way to the epigram of actual, hard hitting, perti-nent news. 
CNN has been owned by Turner Broadcasting System since its launch in 1980. Large name networks and orgonizations are known for being 
influential on their news sources to reach higher ratings and audiences.
SCREENSHOT | CNN WEBSITE
Big networks could be the 
downfall of journalism
The Inter Mountain on concealed 
weapon changesElkins Rotarians and, it seems, Randolph County Sheriff Mark T. Brady have concerns about a new law that allows West Virginians to carry any kind of concealed weapon without a permit.Frankly, we don't blame them.We don't believe in cherry picking, particularly where Constitutional rights are concerned. But when it comes to the Second Amendment right to bear arms, we're confused as to what was broken and in need 
of fixing in West Virginia.
Mountaineers have a long history of exercising their rights under the Second Amendment, whether we carry for hunting and outdoor recreational purposes, or hold conceal carry permits through our local sheriff's departments.We're just not sure if the Legislature's well-intended effort with HB 4145 actually makes things better.
The right to bear arms is not exclusive of responsibility. Anyone who carries a concealed weapon knows this.
In his discussion with the local Rotary Club on Monday, Brady ex-pressed concern over the lack of a vetting process and background investigation for individuals who carry a concealed weapon, whether it's a gun or a tomahawk."It's just any person who travels to the state of West Virginia can now possess a concealed weapon," he said.Under the current law, individuals must apply for a permit to carry a concealed weapon. The process involves an application, a fee, con-
firmation of citizenship and a background investigation. All of this is handled by our county sheriffs.We don't think these are unreasonable measures, and they certainly 
have never stopped eligible individuals from exercising their rights.
Even law enforcement officials who are, generally speaking, the most 
vocal advocates of the Second Amendment are uncertain of the new law. It was vetoed by Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin, which was, in turn, overrid-den by the Legislature.By removing the application process, the Legislature has removed the checks and balances put in place to help ensure responsibility in gun ownership.And we're just not sure why our representatives would do this in 
the first place. Was it to appease the National Rifle Association? If so, at what point does an advocacy group become a bully?We can only hope the decision doesn't have fatal consequences.
Dr. Michael Victoroff, a physician in the Denver area whose leisure-time 
passion is competitive shooting, practices at a range in Centennial, 
Colorado.
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